
3rd Grade/Reading-Unit 1-Launch

Unit #: Chest-00113688
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Maria Martinez, Gayle
Poedubicky

Grade(s): 3
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 3rd Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Inquiry, Constructing Meaning (Comprehension) and Community
In this unit, students will learn how to author their reading lives by becoming a classroom community of readers. Students will learn common strategies of strong readers, including
asking questions of the text as they read, determining a text’s theme or central message, choosing books wisely and getting a lot of reading done, keeping track of how reading is
going and addressing problems along the way, learning to talk about books with others, and applying on-the-run comprehension strategies to hold onto and synthesize all parts of a
text. This unit will invite students to find their identities as readers.
This unit builds on and introduces strategies and routines for reading, and prepares students to be positive and productive members of a classroom community of readers.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 3-3

Key Ideas and Details
Ask and answer questions, and make
relevant connections to demonstrate
understanding of a text, referring explicitly
to the text as the basis for the answers.
(RL.3.1)
Recount stories, including fables, folktales,
and myths from diverse cultures;
determine the central message/theme,
lesson, or moral and explain how it is
revealed through key details in the text
(RL.3.2)
Describe the characters in a story (e.g., their
traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how
their actions contribute to the plot. (RL.3.3)

Craft and Structure
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, distinguishing literal
from nonliteral language. (RL.3.4)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Explain how specific aspects of a text’s
illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by
the words in a story (e.g., create mood,
emphasize aspects of a character or setting).
(RL.3.7)

Range of Reading and Complexity of Text
By the end of the year, read and comprehend
literature, including stories, dramas, and poems

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Effective readers engage in inquiry while reading;

they ask questions and seek answers within the text.

U2 Effective readers draw on the key details of a literary
text to determine and explain the lesson, message, or
moral and explain how it is supported.

U3 Fluent readers use appropriate strategies to construct
meaning of text (e.g., context clues for unknown
words; rereading and self-correction).

U4 Reading communities are built by people who care
about each other and have a common goal; they
share certain practices to help each other grow as
readers.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How is reading like solving a problem?  What role

does questioning play in helping me make meaning of
a text?

Q2 How do key details in a literary text support my
understanding of the text’s message?

Q3 How does my fluency and accuracy affect my
understanding of text?  What do effective readers do?

Q4 What is a community?  How can a reading community
help me grow as a reader?
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at grade level text-complexity or above, with
scaffolding as needed. (RL.3.9)

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding and encoding words.
(RF.3.3)

Identify and know the meaning of the most
common prefixes and derivational suffixes
(RF.3.3A)
Decode words with common Latin suffixes
(RF.3.3B)
Decode multisyllable words (RF.3.3C)
Read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words
(RF.3.3D)

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension. (RF.3.4)

Read grade-level text with purpose and
understanding. (RF.3.4A)
Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with
accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression
(RF.3.4B)
Use context to confirm or self-correct word
recognition and understanding, rereading
as necessary (RF.3.4C)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher
led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly. (SL.3.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion (SL.3.1A)
Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to
others with care, speaking one at a time about
the topics and texts under discussion) (SL.3.1B)
Ask questions to check understanding of
information presented, stay on topic, and link
their comments to the remarks of others (SL.3.1C)
Explain their own ideas and understanding in
light of the discussion. (SL.3.1D)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Speak in complete sentences when appropriate
to task and situation in order to provide
requested detail or clarification (SL.3.6)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning word and phrases based on grade
3 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a
range of strategies. (L.3.4)

Determine the meaning of the new word formed
when a known affix is added to a known word
(e.g., agreeable/disagreeable,
comfortable/uncomfortable, care/careless,
heat/preheat). (L.3.4B)
Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

theme/central message
lesson
moral
context (context clues)
relevant
explicit

K2 fix up strategies for self-correction

K3 classroom expectations and norms for collaboration
and discussion.

K4 classroom procedures, rules, and expectations

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can apply skills as I read to help me understand.

S2 I can make conclusions about my reading and use
textual evidence to support my thinking.

S3 I can apply vocabulary skills to help me learn new
words as I read.

S4 I can read a variety of appropriate texts for an
extended period of time for different purposes.

S5 I can infer as I read.

S6 I can use a variety of decoding skills to help me read.

S7 I can determine the theme or central message of a
text.

S8 I can recount or retell stories.

S9 I can explain how illustrations in a text contribute to
the mood in the text or reveal aspects of characters,
plot, and setting.

S10 I can read appropriate texts with fluency (rate,
accuracy, expression, appropriate phrasing), with
purpose, and for comprehension.

S11 I can use self-correcting strategies such as context-
clues and rereading to help me understand.

S12 I can listen and ask questions appropriately about
what I read.

S13 I can follow classroom expectations for discussion
and collaboration.

S14 I can decide what to say and how to say it to provide
detail or clarification, using complete sentences.

S15 I can participate in guided discussions about text to
share opinions and responses
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of an unknown word with the same root (e.g.,
company, companion). (L.3.4C)

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships and nuances in word meanings.
(L.3.5)

Distinguish the literal and nonliteral meanings of
words and phrases in context (e.g., take steps).
(L.3.5A)
Distinguish shades of meaning among related
words that describe states of mind or degrees of
certainty (e.g., knew, believed, suspected,
heard, wondered). (L.3.5C)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
conversational, general academic, and domain-
specific words and phrases, including those that
signal spatial and temporal relationships (e.g.,
After dinner that night we went looking for
them) (L.3.6)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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3rd Grade/Reading-Unit 2-Foundational

Unit #: Chest-00113689
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Maria Martinez, Gayle
Poedubicky

Grade(s): 3
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 3rd Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Cause and Effect
This unit is designed to support thinking deeply about characters’ traits and motivations.  After establishing a text’s explicit meaning, students will identify the central message of the
text and determine how key details convey the message, lesson, or moral.  Students will recount or retell stories, fables, folktales, and myths.  Students will read to learn about the
characters--their traits, feelings, and motivations--noting how characters’ actions add to the plot and move along the sequence of events toward the ending.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 3-3

Key Ideas and Details
Ask and answer questions, and make relevant
connections to demonstrate understanding of a
text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis
for the answers. (RL.3.1)
Recount stories, including fables, folktales,
and myths from diverse cultures;
determine the central message/theme,
lesson, or moral and explain how it is
revealed through key details in the text
(RL.3.2)
Describe the characters in a story (e.g.,
their traits, motivations, or feelings) and
explain how their actions contribute to the
plot. (RL.3.3)

Craft and Structure
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, distinguishing literal
from nonliteral language. (RL.3.4)
Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems
when writing or speaking about a text, using
terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza;
describe how each successive part builds on
earlier sections. (RL.3.5)
Distinguish their own point of view from that of
the narrator or those of the characters. (RL.3.6)

Range of Reading and Complexity of Text
By the end of the year, read and comprehend
literature, including stories, dramas, and poems
at grade level text-complexity or above, with

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Effective readers draw on the key details of a literary

text to determine and explain the lesson, message, or
moral and explain how it is supported.

U2 Characters’ actions add to a story’s plot and move
along the sequence of events toward the ending.

U3 Authors bring characters “to life” through the use of
dialogue and by exploring characters’ motives and
actions as they deal with conflict.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How can I learn life lessons from stories?  How do key

details in a literary text support my understanding of
the text’s message?

Q2 How does/do the character(s) affect the text?  How
does a character impact a text?

Q3 How does an author make characters come to life for
me, the reader?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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scaffolding as needed. (RL.3.9)
Know and apply grade-level phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding and encoding words.
(RF.3.3)

Identify and know the meaning of the most
common prefixes and derivational suffixes
(RF.3.3A)
Decode words with common Latin suffixes
(RF.3.3B)
Decode multisyllable words (RF.3.3C)
Read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words
(RF.3.3D)

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension. (RF.3.4)

Read grade-level text with purpose and
understanding. (RF.3.4A)
Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with
accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression
(RF.3.4B)
Use context to confirm or self-correct word
recognition and understanding, rereading as
necessary (RF.3.4C)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher
led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly. (SL.3.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion (SL.3.1A)
Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to
others with care, speaking one at a time about
the topics and texts under discussion) (SL.3.1B)
Ask questions to check understanding of
information presented, stay on topic, and link
their comments to the remarks of others (SL.3.1C)
Explain their own ideas and understanding in
light of the discussion. (SL.3.1D)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Ask and answer questions about information
from a speaker, offering appropriate elaboration
and detail. (SL.3.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount
an experience with appropriate facts and
relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at
an understandable pace (SL.3.4)
Use multimedia to demonstrate fluid reading at
an understandable pace; add visual displays
when appropriate to emphasize or enhance
certain facts or details (SL.3.5)
Speak in complete sentences when appropriate
to task and situation in order to provide

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Central message
Theme
Moral
Lesson
Key Details
Interpret
Interpretation of Characters
Character/Character Traits
Motivation
Emotion (Feelings)
Contribute
Sequence (of events)
Problem
Resolution
Recount
Fable
Folktale
Myth
Diverse
Culture
Setting
Plot
Events
Problem
Solution
Climax/turning point

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can identify the central message of a text.

S2 I can determine how key details in a text convey the
message, lesson, or moral of the text.

S3 I can identify how a characters’ actions add to the plot
and move along the sequence of events to the ending.

S4 I can recount stories from diverse cultures
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requested detail or clarification (SL.3.6)
Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. (L.3.3)

Choose words and phrases for effect (L.3.3A)
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning word and phrases based on grade
3 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a
range of strategies. (L.3.4)

Use sentence-level context as a clue to the
meaning of a word or phrase. (L.3.4A)

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships and nuances in word meanings.
(L.3.5)

Identify real-life connections between words and
their use (e.g., describe people who are friendly
or helpful). (L.3.5B)
Distinguish shades of meaning among related
words that describe states of mind or degrees of
certainty (e.g., knew, believed, suspected,
heard, wondered). (L.3.5C)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
conversational, general academic, and domain-
specific words and phrases, including those that
signal spatial and temporal relationships (e.g.,
After dinner that night we went looking for
them) (L.3.6)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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3rd Grade/Reading-Unit 3-Informational

Unit #: Chest-00113690
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Maria Martinez, Gayle
Poedubicky

Grade(s): 3
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 3rd Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Inquiry and Structure
This unit focuses on the skills and habits essential to readers of expository nonfiction. In this unit, students will nurture their personal passions by reading high-interest nonfiction texts.
Students will also read with a focus on moving beyond topic to more completely understand the main ideas and details presented. They will also begin to ask how the parts fit together
and and hold questions in mind as they read, looking for answers. 
Students will locate specific information on a specific topic by using text features and search tools in an efficient manner.  After establishing the text’s explicit meaning, students will
identify the main idea.  They will examine how the main idea is supported through key details and they will recount the key details from the text.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 3-3

Key Ideas and Details
Ask and answer questions, and make relevant
connections to demonstrate understanding of a
text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis
for the answers. (RI.3.1)
Determine the main idea of a text; recount
the key details and explain how they
support the main idea. (RI.3.2)
Describe the relationship between a series of
historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or
steps in technical procedures in a text, using
language that pertains to time, sequence, and
cause/effect. (RI.3.3)

Craft and Structure
Determine the meaning of general academic and
domain-specific words and phrases in a text
relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area.
(RI.3.4)
Use text features and search tools (e.g.,
key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate
information relevant to a given topic
efficiently. (RI.3.5)
Distinguish their own point of view from that of
the author of a text. (RI.3.6)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Use information gained from text features (e.g.,
illustrations, maps, photographs) and the words
in a text to demonstrate understanding of the

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Strong readers use key details from a text to

determine the main idea.

U2 Strong readers know how to use text features and
tools within an informational text to locate
information.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How is reading like putting together a puzzle?

Q2 How do I learn from a text?  How does my approach to
reading non-fiction differ from fiction?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key
events occur). (RI.3.7)
Describe the logical connection between
particular sentences and paragraphs in a text
(e.g., comparison, cause/effect, first/second/third
in a sequence) to support specific points the
author makes in a text. (RI.3.8)

Range of Reading and Complexity of Text
By the end of the year, read and comprehend
literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity
or above, with scaffolding as needed. (RI.3.10)

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding and encoding words.
(RF.3.3)

Identify and know the meaning of the most
common prefixes and derivational suffixes
(RF.3.3A)
Decode words with common Latin suffixes
(RF.3.3B)
Decode multisyllable words (RF.3.3C)
Read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words
(RF.3.3D)

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension. (RF.3.4)

Read grade-level text with purpose and
understanding. (RF.3.4A)
Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with
accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression
(RF.3.4B)
Use context to confirm or self-correct word
recognition and understanding, rereading as
necessary (RF.3.4C)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher
led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly. (SL.3.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion (SL.3.1A)
Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to
others with care, speaking one at a time about
the topics and texts under discussion) (SL.3.1B)
Ask questions to check understanding of
information presented, stay on topic, and link
their comments to the remarks of others (SL.3.1C)
Explain their own ideas and understanding in
light of the discussion. (SL.3.1D)

Progress Indicators for Speaking and Listening
Determine the main ideas and supporting details
of a text read aloud or information presented in
diverse media and formats, including visually,
quantitatively, and orally (SL.3.2)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Main idea
Details
Informational
Key words
Captions
Illustrations
Sidebars
Hyperlinks
Glossary
Subtitle
Heading
Subheading
Chart
Graph 
Diagram
Label
Index
Table of Contents
Compare/Contrast
Cause/Effect
Point of view
Bias
Expository Text
Narrative Text
Hybrid Text

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can identify key details in a text.

S2 I can use details to determine the main idea of a text.

S3 I can use text features to gain information about a
topic.

S4 I can use information in a text to compare and
contrast topics.

S5 I can identify the point of view of an author (bias).

S6 I can differentiate my point of view from that of an
author.

S7 I can synthesize information from several sources.

S8 I can explain the difference between expository,
narrative, and hybrid texts.
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Comprehension and Collaboration
Ask and answer questions about information
from a speaker, offering appropriate elaboration
and detail. (SL.3.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount
an experience with appropriate facts and
relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at
an understandable pace (SL.3.4)
Use multimedia to demonstrate fluid reading at
an understandable pace; add visual displays
when appropriate to emphasize or enhance
certain facts or details (SL.3.5)
Speak in complete sentences when appropriate
to task and situation in order to provide
requested detail or clarification (SL.3.6)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning word and phrases based on grade
3 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a
range of strategies. (L.3.4)

Use sentence-level context as a clue to the
meaning of a word or phrase. (L.3.4A)
Determine the meaning of the new word formed
when a known affix is added to a known word
(e.g., agreeable/disagreeable,
comfortable/uncomfortable, care/careless,
heat/preheat). (L.3.4B)
Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning
of an unknown word with the same root (e.g.,
company, companion). (L.3.4C)
Use glossaries or beginning dictionaries, both
print and digital, to determine or clarify the
precise meaning of key words and phrases.
(L.3.4D)

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships and nuances in word meanings.
(L.3.5)

Distinguish the literal and nonliteral meanings of
words and phrases in context (e.g., take steps).
(L.3.5A)
Distinguish shades of meaning among related
words that describe states of mind or degrees of
certainty (e.g., knew, believed, suspected,
heard, wondered). (L.3.5C)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
conversational, general academic, and domain-
specific words and phrases, including those that
signal spatial and temporal relationships (e.g.,
After dinner that night we went looking for
them) (L.3.6)
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Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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3rd Grade/Reading-Unit 4-Literature

Unit #: Chest-00113691
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Maria Martinez, Gayle
Poedubicky

Grade(s): 3
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 3rd Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Inquiry and Comparison
In this unit, students will focus on getting to know characters by studying them deeply, first observing, then coming up with hunches or ideas, and then investigating patterns that
reveal deeper character traits and motivations in order to articulate evidence-based theories. Students will use these theories to make predictions as they follow the character on
his/her journey across the story. Students will then think about the journeys that characters follow as a predictable story mountain (e.g., plot and structure of a story). Students will also
compare and contrast characters across books, examining their traits, motivations, the way they respond to problems, and the life lessons they learn and teach.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 3-3

Key Ideas and Details
Ask and answer questions, and make relevant
connections to demonstrate understanding of a
text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis
for the answers. (RL.3.1)
Describe the characters in a story (e.g.,
their traits, motivations, or feelings) and
explain how their actions contribute to the
plot. (RL.3.3)

Craft and Structure
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, distinguishing literal
from nonliteral language. (RL.3.4)
Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems
when writing or speaking about a text, using
terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza;
describe how each successive part builds on
earlier sections. (RL.3.5)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g.
practical knowledge, historical/cultural
context, and background knowledge) the
central message/theme, lesson, and/ or
moral, settings, and plots of stories written
by the same author about the same or
similar characters (e.g., in books from a
series). (RL.3.8)

Range of Reading and Complexity of Text
By the end of the year, read and comprehend

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Effective readers understand that a character's

personality impacts how the plot moves forward.

U2 Authors often try to teach us lessons in the stories
they write.

U3 Writers often write more than one story about a
character by creating a series with a connected story
line; effective readers compare key features of these
texts as they read which enables them to understand
what to expect in the story.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How does who a character is impact the way a story

goes?

Q2 What can we learn from stories?

Q3 Why do we read different stories with the same or
similar character?  How does the author use theme,
setting, and plot to help me learn about the
characters? How do writers extend their characters?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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literature, including stories, dramas, and poems
at grade level text-complexity or above, with
scaffolding as needed. (RL.3.9)

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding and encoding words.
(RF.3.3)

Identify and know the meaning of the most
common prefixes and derivational suffixes
(RF.3.3A)
Decode words with common Latin suffixes
(RF.3.3B)
Decode multisyllable words (RF.3.3C)
Read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words
(RF.3.3D)

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension. (RF.3.4)

Read grade-level text with purpose and
understanding. (RF.3.4A)
Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with
accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression
(RF.3.4B)
Use context to confirm or self-correct word
recognition and understanding, rereading as
necessary (RF.3.4C)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher
led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly. (SL.3.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion (SL.3.1A)
Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to
others with care, speaking one at a time about
the topics and texts under discussion) (SL.3.1B)
Ask questions to check understanding of
information presented, stay on topic, and link
their comments to the remarks of others (SL.3.1C)
Explain their own ideas and understanding in
light of the discussion. (SL.3.1D)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Ask and answer questions about information
from a speaker, offering appropriate elaboration
and detail. (SL.3.3)

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships and nuances in word meanings.
(L.3.5)

Distinguish the literal and nonliteral meanings of
words and phrases in context (e.g., take steps).
(L.3.5A)
Identify real-life connections between words and
their use (e.g., describe people who are friendly
or helpful). (L.3.5B)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Characters
Traits
Motivation
Plot
Central message/theme
Moral
Compare
Contrast
Cause/Effect Relationship
Develop
Interact
Key Details
Setting
Patterns
Topic

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can describe a character's internal and external

traits.

S2 I can identify or infer a character’s motivation.

S3 I can interpret how a character’s traits, motivations,
and feelings lead to actions.

S4 I can identify the plot, setting, and central
message/theme of a story.

S5 I can read and compare stories written by the same
author with the same (or similar) characters.
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Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
conversational, general academic, and domain-
specific words and phrases, including those that
signal spatial and temporal relationships (e.g.,
After dinner that night we went looking for
them) (L.3.6)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
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Alignment Code Learning Activities
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3rd Grade/Reading-Unit 5-Informational

Unit #: Chest-00113692
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Maria Martinez, Gayle
Poedubicky

Grade(s): 3
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 3rd Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Inquiry and Comparison
In this unit, students will form research clubs and will read across texts in order to better understand a subject. Students will synthesize the words and text features presented on each
page, in each text, and across texts. They will apply note-taking strategies as they show both learning & thinking in their notebooks, and they will look back over these notes to put
ideas together, grow thinking, and wonder a bit more. Students will return to their texts to develop more knowledge about these ideas and questions.
Students will compare and contrast two informational texts on the same topic, focusing on the most important points as they draw on key details and evidence from each text to
demonstrate their understanding.  Before, during, and after reading, students will ask and answer questions to build a literal understanding of a text and they will seek out language
and key words in a text that help them identify time, sequence, or cause/effect--enabling them to describe the relationship between a series of events, ideas, concepts, or steps
occurring throughout a text.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 3-3

Key Ideas and Details
Ask and answer questions, and make
relevant connections to demonstrate
understanding of a text, referring explicitly
to the text as the basis for the answers.
(RI.3.1)
Determine the main idea of a text; recount the
key details and explain how they support the
main idea. (RI.3.2)
Describe the relationship between a series
of historical events, scientific ideas or
concepts, or steps in technical procedures
in a text, using language that pertains to
time, sequence, and cause/effect. (RI.3.3)

Craft and Structure
Determine the meaning of general academic and
domain-specific words and phrases in a text
relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area.
(RI.3.4)
Use text features and search tools (e.g., key
words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate
information relevant to a given topic efficiently.
(RI.3.5)
Distinguish their own point of view from that of
the author of a text. (RI.3.6)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
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Use information gained from text features (e.g.,
illustrations, maps, photographs) and the words
in a text to demonstrate understanding of the
text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key
events occur). (RI.3.7)
Describe the logical connection between
particular sentences and paragraphs in a text
(e.g., comparison, cause/effect, first/second/third
in a sequence) to support specific points the
author makes in a text. (RI.3.8)
Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g.
practical knowledge, historical/cultural
context, and background knowledge) the
most important points and key details
presented in two texts on the same topic.
(RI.3.9)

Range of Reading and Complexity of Text
By the end of the year, read and comprehend
literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity
or above, with scaffolding as needed. (RI.3.10)

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding and encoding words.
(RF.3.3)

Identify and know the meaning of the most
common prefixes and derivational suffixes
(RF.3.3A)
Decode words with common Latin suffixes
(RF.3.3B)
Decode multisyllable words (RF.3.3C)
Read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words
(RF.3.3D)

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension. (RF.3.4)

Read grade-level text with purpose and
understanding. (RF.3.4A)
Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with
accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression
(RF.3.4B)
Use context to confirm or self-correct word
recognition and understanding, rereading as
necessary (RF.3.4C)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher
led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly. (SL.3.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion (SL.3.1A)
Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to
others with care, speaking one at a time about
the topics and texts under discussion) (SL.3.1B)
Ask questions to check understanding of

What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Reading expands understanding of the world, its

people, and oneself.

U2 Effective readers recognize how writers of
informational text use language and key words that
identify time, sequence, or cause/effect and can
explain how these build on one another to provide
information on the main topic.

U3 Effective readers ask questions about a text to help
better understand the content within it.

U4 Effective readers synthesize information from multiple
sources; they compare and contrast key details to
deepen their understanding of the topic/subject of
these texts.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 Why do I need to keep my mind open to continual

learning when I read?

Q2 How does the kind of text determine the way I
approach the reading of it?  How does language in
informational texts signal particular kinds of
relationships?  How does this help me make sense of
informational text?

Q3 Why should I ask myself questions about the
information I am reading?  How does making
inferences affect my comprehension?

Q4 How do I use compare and contrast to better
understand what I read?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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information presented, stay on topic, and link
their comments to the remarks of others (SL.3.1C)
Explain their own ideas and understanding in
light of the discussion. (SL.3.1D)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning word and phrases based on grade
3 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a
range of strategies. (L.3.4)

Use glossaries or beginning dictionaries, both
print and digital, to determine or clarify the
precise meaning of key words and phrases.
(L.3.4D)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
conversational, general academic, and domain-
specific words and phrases, including those that
signal spatial and temporal relationships (e.g.,
After dinner that night we went looking for
them) (L.3.6)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Synthesize
Main idea
Textual Evidence
Inference (Drawing Inferences)
Explicit
Informational text
Key Details
Actions or Events
Analyze
Compare/Contrast
Cause/Effect
Develop
Interact
Sequencing
Steps
Topic
Approaches

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can ask and answer questions of a text to build my

understanding of the text.

S2 I can say what happens in a text or what it’s about
based on evidence from the text.

S3 I can describe the relationships between a series of
events, ideas, concepts, or steps in a book, using
technical language.

S4 I can identify the language an author uses to identify
time, sequence, or cause/effect.

S5 I can skim headings, photos, captions, and graphics to
deepen my understanding of a text.

S6 I can compare and contrast two texts on the same
topic, focusing on the most important points and key
details.
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Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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3rd Grade/Reading-Unit 6-Literature/Informational

Unit #: Chest-00113693
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Maria Martinez, Gayle
Poedubicky

Grade(s): 3
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 3rd Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Perspective
In this unit, students read and explore narrative nonfiction, an important tool for engagement in and understanding of various nonfiction texts. In this unit, the texts are stories- about
real people who have done remarkable things and even changed the world. Students will learn that we read to learn not only about the lives of the people themselves, but about the
adversity these people faced and how they handled the adversity. Students will determine importance, synthesize, and analyze critical information across long stretches of text,
growing theories and ideas about them.
Students will ask and answer questions before, during, and after reading a narrative nonfiction text (biography) to build a literal understanding of the text, drawing on evidence from
the  text.  They will explain how a text’s illustrations--paired with words--can increase an understanding of a text, and they will determine the point of view of the narrator/author and
distinguish this from their own point of view.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 3-3

Key Ideas and Details
Ask and answer questions, and make
relevant connections to demonstrate
understanding of a text, referring explicitly
to the text as the basis for the answers.
(RL.3.1)
Describe the characters in a story (e.g., their
traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how
their actions contribute to the plot. (RL.3.3)

Craft and Structure
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, distinguishing literal
from nonliteral language. (RL.3.4)
Distinguish their own point of view from
that of the narrator or those of the
characters. (RL.3.6)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Explain how specific aspects of a text’s
illustrations contribute to what is conveyed
by the words in a story (e.g., create mood,
emphasize aspects of a character or
setting). (RL.3.7)

Range of Reading and Complexity of Text
By the end of the year, read and comprehend
literature, including stories, dramas, and poems
at grade level text-complexity or above, with

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
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scaffolding as needed. (RL.3.9)
Key Ideas and Details

Ask and answer questions, and make
relevant connections to demonstrate
understanding of a text, referring explicitly
to the text as the basis for the answers.
(RI.3.1)
Describe the relationship between a series of
historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or
steps in technical procedures in a text, using
language that pertains to time, sequence, and
cause/effect. (RI.3.3)

Craft and Structure
Determine the meaning of general academic and
domain-specific words and phrases in a text
relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area.
(RI.3.4)
Distinguish their own point of view from
that of the author of a text. (RI.3.6)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Use information gained from text features
(e.g., illustrations, maps, photographs)
and the words in a text to demonstrate
understanding of the text (e.g., where,
when, why, and how key events occur).
(RI.3.7)
Describe the logical connection between
particular sentences and paragraphs in a text
(e.g., comparison, cause/effect, first/second/third
in a sequence) to support specific points the
author makes in a text. (RI.3.8)
Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical
knowledge, historical/cultural context, and
background knowledge) the most important
points and key details presented in two texts on
the same topic. (RI.3.9)

Range of Reading and Complexity of Text
By the end of the year, read and comprehend
literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity
or above, with scaffolding as needed. (RI.3.10)

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word
analysis skills in decoding and encoding words.
(RF.3.3)

Identify and know the meaning of the most
common prefixes and derivational suffixes
(RF.3.3A)
Decode words with common Latin suffixes
(RF.3.3B)
Decode multisyllable words (RF.3.3C)
Read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words
(RF.3.3D)

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to
support comprehension. (RF.3.4)

Read grade-level text with purpose and

What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1  Effective readers consider how a person’s struggles

influence his/her choices and affect his/her life.

U2 Effective readers use the information from a text as a
basis for answering questions and gaining an
understanding of the text.

U3 The reader’s viewpoint can differ from that of the
narrator/speaker or character who is telling the story.

U4 An author’s focus/point of view may differ from that of
the reader; good readers recognize that their own
point of view can differ from that of the author.

U5 Effective readers know that author’s use more than
words to convey meaning.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How does knowing how narrative fiction flows help a

reader understanding narrative nonfiction?

Q2 How can using questions while I read help me better
understand the text?  What role does questioning play
in helping me make meaning of text? How can using
the text to justify my answers help me better
understand what the author is saying?

Q3 How is my point of view the same as or different from
any characters in the text?

Q4 How is my point of view the same as or different from
the text?

Q5 How do pictures and illustrations convey meaning?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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understanding. (RF.3.4A)
Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with
accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression
(RF.3.4B)
Use context to confirm or self-correct word
recognition and understanding, rereading as
necessary (RF.3.4C)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher
led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly. (SL.3.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion (SL.3.1A)
Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to
others with care, speaking one at a time about
the topics and texts under discussion) (SL.3.1B)
Ask questions to check understanding of
information presented, stay on topic, and link
their comments to the remarks of others (SL.3.1C)
Explain their own ideas and understanding in
light of the discussion. (SL.3.1D)

Progress Indicators for Speaking and Listening
Determine the main ideas and supporting details
of a text read aloud or information presented in
diverse media and formats, including visually,
quantitatively, and orally (SL.3.2)

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships and nuances in word meanings.
(L.3.5)

Distinguish the literal and nonliteral meanings of
words and phrases in context (e.g., take steps).
(L.3.5A)
Distinguish shades of meaning among related
words that describe states of mind or degrees of
certainty (e.g., knew, believed, suspected,
heard, wondered). (L.3.5C)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
conversational, general academic, and domain-
specific words and phrases, including those that
signal spatial and temporal relationships (e.g.,
After dinner that night we went looking for
them) (L.3.6)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Question
Demonstrate
Understanding
Text
Answer
Details
Sequence
Distinguish
Point of View
First Person
Third Person
Narrator
Valid
Information
Author
Accounts
Convey
Map
Map Key/Legend
Illustration
Occur

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can say what happens in the text or what it’s about

based on evidence from the text.

S2 I can ask and answer questions of a text to build a
literal understanding of the text.

S3 I can identify the point of view of the narrator or
characters in a text and I can distinguish this from my
point of view.

S4 I can establish the point of view of the author and I
can distinguish this from my point of view.

S5 I can examine how the illustrations in a text enhance
the meaning conveyed by the words.

S6 I can combine visual information such as illustrations,
maps, and photographs with the words in a text to
demonstrate understanding.
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Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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3rd Grade/Writing-Unit 1-Launch/Narrative

Unit #: Chest-00113695
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Maria Martinez, Gayle
Poedubicky

Grade(s): 3
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 3rd Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Creativity and Technique
This unit will establish a well-managed, productive workshop that will induct third graders into a version of the writing process that is quite different from the primary grades. Students
will be investing more time in rehearsal, collecting lots of drafts in their notebooks, and then selecting just one to put through the writing process and publication. Students will be
called to develop stories that are driven by characters’ experiences and responses to those experiences.
This unit builds on and introduces strategies and routines for writing, and prepares students to be positive and productive members of a classroom community of writers.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 3-3

Write narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using narrative echnique,
descriptive details, and clear event sequences
(W.3.3)

Establish a situation and introduce a
narrator and/or characters; organize an
event sequence that unfolds naturally
(W.3.3A)
Use dialogue and descriptions of actions,
thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences
and events or show the response of characters
to situations (W.3.3B)
Use temporal words and phrases to signal
event order. (W.3.3C)
Provide a sense of closure. (W.3.3D)

Production and Distribution of Writing
With guidance and support from adults, produce
writing in which the development and
organization are appropriate to task and
purpose. (Grade-specific expectations for writing
types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)
(W.3.4)
With guidance and support from peers and
adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing. (W.3.5)
With guidance and support from adults, use
technology to produce and publish writing as
well as to interact and collaborate with others.
(W.3.6)

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Strong writers utilize real life and their imagination to

create stories; we tell stories to entertain or to share a
message/teach.

U2 A good narrative tells a story about people dealing
with problems; characters must face a conflict that
needs a solution

U3 Strong writers use literary elements to create
memorable characters, settings and plots that come
“to life” for the readers.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How do authors decide what to write? Why do we tell

stories?

Q2 What makes a good story?

Q3 How do I help a reader understand my story?  How
can I create and develop a meaningful story?  What
makes my writing worth reading?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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Range of Writing
Write routinely over extended time frames (time
for research, reflection, metacognition/self-
correction and revision) and shorter time frames
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences. (W.3.10)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher
led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly. (SL.3.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion (SL.3.1A)
Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to
others with care, speaking one at a time about
the topics and texts under discussion) (SL.3.1B)
Ask questions to check understanding of
information presented, stay on topic, and link
their comments to the remarks of others (SL.3.1C)
Explain their own ideas and understanding in
light of the discussion. (SL.3.1D)

Progress Indicators for Speaking and Listening
Determine the main ideas and supporting details
of a text read aloud or information presented in
diverse media and formats, including visually,
quantitatively, and orally (SL.3.2)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Ask and answer questions about information
from a speaker, offering appropriate elaboration
and detail. (SL.3.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount
an experience with appropriate facts and
relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at
an understandable pace (SL.3.4)
Speak in complete sentences when appropriate
to task and situation in order to provide
requested detail or clarification (SL.3.6)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking (L.3.1)

Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs,
adjectives, and adverbs in general and their
functions in particular sentences (L.3.1A)
Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns
(L.3.1B)
Use abstract nouns (e.g., childhood) (L.3.1C)
Form and use regular and irregular verbs (L.3.1D)
Form and use the simple (e.g., I walked; I walk; I
will walk) verb tenses. (L.3.1E)
Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Narrative
Realistic
Sensory Details
Sequence
Transition
Descriptive
Closing
Focus
Main character
Secondary character
Point of view
Narrator
Small moments
Writing process
Plan
Draft
Revise
Edit
Publish
Problem-solution 
Lead

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can convey a real or imagined experience and event

through my writing.

S2 I can use details and dialogue to describe the
characters in my stories.

S3 I can use temporal words to demonstrate the
sequence of a story.

S4 I can use my senses to add details to my stories.

S5 I can complete the writing process of planning,
drafting, revising, and editing.

Page 2 of 3
Report produced by Eduplanet21 on: Fri, April 23, 2021 at 3:24 PM



agreement (L.3.1F)
Form and use comparative and superlative
adjectives and adverbs, and choose between
them depending on what is to be modified
(L.3.1G)
Use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions
(L.3.1H)
Produce simple, compound, and complex
sentences (L.3.1I)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing (L.3.2)

Capitalize appropriate words in titles (L.3.2A)
Use commas in addresses (L.3.2B)
Use commas and quotation marks in dialogue
(L.3.2C)
Form and use possessives (L.3.2D)
Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and
other studied words and for adding suffixes to
base words (e.g., sitting, smiled, cries,
happiness) (L.3.2E)
Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g.,
word families, position-based spellings, syllable
patterns, ending rules, meaningful word parts) in
writing words (L.3.2F)
Consult reference materials, including beginning
dictionaries, as needed to check and correct
spellings (L.3.2G)

Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. (L.3.3)

Choose words and phrases for effect (L.3.3A)
Recognize and observe differences between the
conventions of spoken and written standard
English. (L.3.3B)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
conversational, general academic, and domain-
specific words and phrases, including those that
signal spatial and temporal relationships (e.g.,
After dinner that night we went looking for
them) (L.3.6)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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3rd Grade/Writing-Unit 2-Narrative

Unit #: Chest-00113696
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Maria Martinez, Gayle
Poedubicky

Grade(s): 3
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 3rd Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Structure/Form and Creativity
In this unit, students will convey real or imagined experiences and events through a narrative that employs appropriate methods and structures that make clear what is happening and
who is involved.  Students will arrange events that unfold naturally, adding dialogue, descriptions, and thoughts and feelings of the characters to bring the story and its characters
alive.  Students will also insert various transitional words (e.g., after, before, while, during) that orient readers to the event order.  Finally, students will give the story an ending that
provides a conclusion for the narrative.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 3-3

Write narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using narrative echnique,
descriptive details, and clear event sequences
(W.3.3)

Establish a situation and introduce a
narrator and/or characters; organize an
event sequence that unfolds naturally
(W.3.3A)
Use dialogue and descriptions of actions,
thoughts, and feelings to develop
experiences and events or show the
response of characters to situations
(W.3.3B)
Use temporal words and phrases to signal
event order. (W.3.3C)
Provide a sense of closure. (W.3.3D)

Production and Distribution of Writing
With guidance and support from adults, produce
writing in which the development and
organization are appropriate to task and
purpose. (Grade-specific expectations for writing
types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)
(W.3.4)
With guidance and support from peers and
adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing. (W.3.5)
With guidance and support from adults, use
technology to produce and publish writing as
well as to interact and collaborate with others.

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 We tell stories to entertain or to share a

message/teach; incorporating dialogue into a story
allows the reader to explore characters’ motives and
actions as they deal with conflict

U2 Effective writers recognize that language conventions
and grammar are essential in effective
communication.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 Why do we tell stories?  How can I make my stories

more interesting?

Q2 How do conventions of language help readers avoid
confusion?  How does the way I use language
conventions affect my writing?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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(W.3.6)
Range of Writing

Write routinely over extended time frames (time
for research, reflection, metacognition/self-
correction and revision) and shorter time frames
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences. (W.3.10)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher
led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly. (SL.3.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion (SL.3.1A)
Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to
others with care, speaking one at a time about
the topics and texts under discussion) (SL.3.1B)
Ask questions to check understanding of
information presented, stay on topic, and link
their comments to the remarks of others (SL.3.1C)
Explain their own ideas and understanding in
light of the discussion. (SL.3.1D)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount
an experience with appropriate facts and
relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at
an understandable pace (SL.3.4)
Speak in complete sentences when appropriate
to task and situation in order to provide
requested detail or clarification (SL.3.6)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking (L.3.1)

Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs,
adjectives, and adverbs in general and their
functions in particular sentences (L.3.1A)
Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns
(L.3.1B)
Use abstract nouns (e.g., childhood) (L.3.1C)
Form and use regular and irregular verbs (L.3.1D)
Form and use the simple (e.g., I walked; I walk; I
will walk) verb tenses. (L.3.1E)
Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent
agreement (L.3.1F)
Form and use comparative and superlative
adjectives and adverbs, and choose between
them depending on what is to be modified
(L.3.1G)
Use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions
(L.3.1H)
Produce simple, compound, and complex

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Small moment (Experience)
Narrative
Events
Lead
Conclusion
Dialogue
Indent
Paragraph
Adjective
Verb
Transition words
Details
Quotation marks
Description (Descriptive Words)
Commas

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can convey a real or imagined experience and event

through my writing.

S2 I can use details and dialogue to describe the
characters in my stories.

S3 I can use temporal words to demonstrate the
sequence of a story.

S4 I can complete the writing process of planning,
drafting, revising, and editing.

S5 I can follow the conventions of capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling when writing.  (I can use
commas and quotation marks when writing.)
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sentences (L.3.1I)
Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing (L.3.2)

Capitalize appropriate words in titles (L.3.2A)
Use commas in addresses (L.3.2B)
Use commas and quotation marks in
dialogue (L.3.2C)
Form and use possessives (L.3.2D)
Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and
other studied words and for adding suffixes to
base words (e.g., sitting, smiled, cries,
happiness) (L.3.2E)
Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g.,
word families, position-based spellings, syllable
patterns, ending rules, meaningful word parts) in
writing words (L.3.2F)
Consult reference materials, including beginning
dictionaries, as needed to check and correct
spellings (L.3.2G)

Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. (L.3.3)

Choose words and phrases for effect (L.3.3A)
Recognize and observe differences between the
conventions of spoken and written standard
English. (L.3.3B)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
conversational, general academic, and domain-
specific words and phrases, including those that
signal spatial and temporal relationships (e.g.,
After dinner that night we went looking for
them) (L.3.6)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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3rd Grade/Writing-Unit 3-Informational

Unit #: Chest-00113697
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Maria Martinez, Gayle
Poedubicky

Grade(s): 3
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 3rd Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Explanation and Form
In this unit, students will build upon the skills they learned in 2nd grade as writers of information. Students will focus on a particular type of informational writing--a structured, written
to-teach, expert-based project. Students will be taught how to elaborate on their topic, not only to include facts, definitions, and other important details. Students will use linking words
and other strategies to connect topics across paragraphs and wrap up their writing effectively. Additionally, students will be taught how to organize, develop, revise, and edit their
information writing.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 3-3

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a
topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
(W.3.2)

Introduce a topic and group related
information together; include text features
(e.g.: illustrations, diagrams, captions)
when useful to support comprehension.
(W.3.2A)
Develop the topic with facts, definitions,
and details. (W.3.2B)
Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also,
another, and, more, but) to connect ideas
within categories of information. (W.3.2C)
Provide a conclusion. (W.3.2D)

Production and Distribution of Writing
With guidance and support from adults, produce
writing in which the development and
organization are appropriate to task and
purpose. (Grade-specific expectations for writing
types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)
(W.3.4)
With guidance and support from peers and
adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.
(W.3.5)

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
Conduct short research projects that build
knowledge about a topic. (W.3.7)
Recall information from experiences or gather

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Writers use a variety of strategies to communicate

about topics in which they are interested.

U2 Different text features help others understand
information.

U3 Revising our writing teaches us to be better writers
and improves our reading and analytical skills; without
revision, our writing may be confusing, difficult or
impossible for readers to understand.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How do people share what they know?  How can I use

my writing to teach others?

Q2 How can I help people understand the information I
am providing?

Q3 How does the writing process make me a better
writer?  Why do writers revise?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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information from print and digital sources; take
brief notes on sources and sort evidence into
provided categories. (W.3.8)

Range of Writing
Write routinely over extended time frames (time
for research, reflection, metacognition/self-
correction and revision) and shorter time frames
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences. (W.3.10)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher
led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly. (SL.3.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion (SL.3.1A)
Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to
others with care, speaking one at a time about
the topics and texts under discussion) (SL.3.1B)
Ask questions to check understanding of
information presented, stay on topic, and link
their comments to the remarks of others (SL.3.1C)
Explain their own ideas and understanding in
light of the discussion. (SL.3.1D)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Ask and answer questions about information
from a speaker, offering appropriate elaboration
and detail. (SL.3.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount
an experience with appropriate facts and
relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at
an understandable pace (SL.3.4)
Speak in complete sentences when appropriate
to task and situation in order to provide
requested detail or clarification (SL.3.6)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking (L.3.1)

Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs,
adjectives, and adverbs in general and their
functions in particular sentences (L.3.1A)
Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns
(L.3.1B)
Use abstract nouns (e.g., childhood) (L.3.1C)
Form and use regular and irregular verbs (L.3.1D)
Form and use the simple (e.g., I walked; I walk; I
will walk) verb tenses. (L.3.1E)
Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent
agreement (L.3.1F)
Form and use comparative and superlative

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Text features (Formatting)
Caption
Diagram
Label
Bold-face
Highlighted
Heading
Topic
Subtopic
Topic sentence
Main idea
Details (Concrete Details)
Definitions
Linking words/phrases
Introduction
Conclusion
Explanatory Text
Section/Organization
Audience
Conventions
Develop
Edit
Purpose
Revise

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can explain or provide information about a subject or

idea(s) in an informative/ explanatory piece of writing

S2 I can choose only the details and information related
to the topic.

S3 I can introduce the topic and organize my writing in a
sequential manner

S4 I can elaborate upon ideas through the use of
illustrations

S5 I can include facts, definitions, and details in my
writing.

S6 I can use linking words so all the details flow together
logically in my writing.

S7 I can bring my paper to an end by providing a
concluding statement or section.

S8 I can develop and strengthen my writing, as needed,
by planning, revising, and editing.
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adjectives and adverbs, and choose between
them depending on what is to be modified
(L.3.1G)
Use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions
(L.3.1H)
Produce simple, compound, and complex
sentences (L.3.1I)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing (L.3.2)

Capitalize appropriate words in titles (L.3.2A)
Use commas in addresses (L.3.2B)
Form and use possessives (L.3.2D)
Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and
other studied words and for adding suffixes to
base words (e.g., sitting, smiled, cries,
happiness) (L.3.2E)
Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g.,
word families, position-based spellings, syllable
patterns, ending rules, meaningful word parts) in
writing words (L.3.2F)
Consult reference materials, including beginning
dictionaries, as needed to check and correct
spellings (L.3.2G)

Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. (L.3.3)

Choose words and phrases for effect (L.3.3A)
Recognize and observe differences between the
conventions of spoken and written standard
English. (L.3.3B)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
conversational, general academic, and domain-
specific words and phrases, including those that
signal spatial and temporal relationships (e.g.,
After dinner that night we went looking for
them) (L.3.6)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities

Page 3 of 3
Report produced by Eduplanet21 on: Fri, April 23, 2021 at 3:24 PM



3rd Grade/Writing-Unit 4-Opinion

Unit #: Chest-00113698
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Maria Martinez, Gayle
Poedubicky

Grade(s): 3
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 3rd Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Evidence and Reasoning
In this unit, students will come to see that their passionate opinions and bold declarations are strengthened by thoughtful reasoning and evidence. This unit channels students’ opinions
into writing that can make a difference. Students will learn to introduce topics, support these by listing reasons, using transition words to connect the various parts of their pieces and to
conclude. Across the unit, there is a focus on considering the audience and considering word choice in light of audience.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 3-3

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a
point of view with reasons (W.3.1)

Introduce the topic or text they are writing
about, state an opinion, and create an
organizational structure that lists reasons.
(W.3.1A)
Provide reasons that support the opinion.
(W.3.1B)
Use linking words and phrases (e.g.,
because, therefore, since, for example) to
connect opinion and reasons (W.3.1C)
Provide a conclusion (W.3.1D)

Production and Distribution of Writing
With guidance and support from adults, produce
writing in which the development and
organization are appropriate to task and
purpose. (Grade-specific expectations for writing
types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)
(W.3.4)
With guidance and support from peers and
adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing. (W.3.5)
With guidance and support from adults, use
technology to produce and publish writing as
well as to interact and collaborate with others.
(W.3.6)

Range of Writing
Write routinely over extended time frames (time
for research, reflection, metacognition/self-
correction and revision) and shorter time frames

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Persuasive writers organize their writing and provide

reasons to relay what they feel passionately about.

U2 Strong writers provide a logical sequence and a strong
conclusion to help readers understand their point of
view.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How do I get others to care about the things about

which I am passionate?

Q2 How does the way I write help or hurt my argument?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences. (W.3.10)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher
led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly. (SL.3.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion (SL.3.1A)
Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to
others with care, speaking one at a time about
the topics and texts under discussion) (SL.3.1B)
Ask questions to check understanding of
information presented, stay on topic, and link
their comments to the remarks of others (SL.3.1C)
Explain their own ideas and understanding in
light of the discussion. (SL.3.1D)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Ask and answer questions about information
from a speaker, offering appropriate elaboration
and detail. (SL.3.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount
an experience with appropriate facts and
relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at
an understandable pace (SL.3.4)
Speak in complete sentences when appropriate
to task and situation in order to provide
requested detail or clarification (SL.3.6)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking (L.3.1)

Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs,
adjectives, and adverbs in general and their
functions in particular sentences (L.3.1A)
Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns
(L.3.1B)
Use abstract nouns (e.g., childhood) (L.3.1C)
Form and use regular and irregular verbs (L.3.1D)
Form and use the simple (e.g., I walked; I walk; I
will walk) verb tenses. (L.3.1E)
Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent
agreement (L.3.1F)
Form and use comparative and superlative
adjectives and adverbs, and choose between
them depending on what is to be modified
(L.3.1G)
Use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions
(L.3.1H)
Produce simple, compound, and complex
sentences (L.3.1I)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Opinion
Claim; Stance
Fact 
Point of view
Reasons/Reasoning
Evidence
Linking words
Conclusion
Sequence
Persuasion
Organizational Structure
Point of view

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can differentiate between fact and fiction.

S2 I can identify my opinion regarding different topics.

S3 I can list supporting reasons for my opinion.

S4 I can identify and use linking words to improve my
writing.

S5 I can develop a strong conclusion for my opinion
piece.
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Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing (L.3.2)

Capitalize appropriate words in titles (L.3.2A)
Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and
other studied words and for adding suffixes to
base words (e.g., sitting, smiled, cries,
happiness) (L.3.2E)
Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g.,
word families, position-based spellings, syllable
patterns, ending rules, meaningful word parts) in
writing words (L.3.2F)
Consult reference materials, including beginning
dictionaries, as needed to check and correct
spellings (L.3.2G)

Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. (L.3.3)

Choose words and phrases for effect (L.3.3A)
Recognize and observe differences between the
conventions of spoken and written standard
English. (L.3.3B)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
conversational, general academic, and domain-
specific words and phrases, including those that
signal spatial and temporal relationships (e.g.,
After dinner that night we went looking for
them) (L.3.6)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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3rd Grade/Writing-Unit 5-Informational

Unit #: Chest-00113699
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Maria Martinez, Gayle
Poedubicky

Grade(s): 3
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 3rd Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Inquiry and Collaboration
In this unit, students will engage in research writing within the content area of science and/or social studies. This unit also builds on the first informational writing unit (Unit 3) by taking
students deeper into the structures of informational texts. In this unit students will be encouraged to use different structures based on the information they are presenting. This unit also
makes more space for research and text citation. Students are asked to write about a content area they’ve been studying at another time of the day. In previous grades, students
engaged in shared research and writing experiences; however, as third grade students, they are asked to conduct their own research projects.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 3-3

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a
topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
(W.3.2)

Introduce a topic and group related
information together; include text features
(e.g.: illustrations, diagrams, captions)
when useful to support comprehension.
(W.3.2A)
Develop the topic with facts, definitions,
and details. (W.3.2B)
Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also,
another, and, more, but) to connect ideas
within categories of information. (W.3.2C)
Provide a conclusion. (W.3.2D)

Production and Distribution of Writing
With guidance and support from adults, produce
writing in which the development and
organization are appropriate to task and
purpose. (Grade-specific expectations for writing
types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)
(W.3.4)
With guidance and support from peers and
adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing. (W.3.5)
With guidance and support from adults, use
technology to produce and publish writing as
well as to interact and collaborate with others.
(W.3.6)

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
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Conduct short research projects that build
knowledge about a topic. (W.3.7)
Recall information from experiences or gather
information from print and digital sources; take
brief notes on sources and sort evidence into
provided categories. (W.3.8)

Range of Writing
Write routinely over extended time frames (time
for research, reflection, metacognition/self-
correction and revision) and shorter time frames
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences. (W.3.10)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher
led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly. (SL.3.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion (SL.3.1A)
Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to
others with care, speaking one at a time about
the topics and texts under discussion) (SL.3.1B)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or
recount an experience with appropriate
facts and relevant, descriptive details,
speaking clearly at an understandable pace
(SL.3.4)
Use multimedia to demonstrate fluid reading at
an understandable pace; add visual displays
when appropriate to emphasize or enhance
certain facts or details (SL.3.5)
Speak in complete sentences when appropriate
to task and situation in order to provide
requested detail or clarification (SL.3.6)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking (L.3.1)

Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs,
adjectives, and adverbs in general and their
functions in particular sentences (L.3.1A)
Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns
(L.3.1B)
Use abstract nouns (e.g., childhood) (L.3.1C)
Form and use regular and irregular verbs (L.3.1D)
Form and use the simple (e.g., I walked; I walk; I
will walk) verb tenses. (L.3.1E)
Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent
agreement (L.3.1F)
Form and use comparative and superlative
adjectives and adverbs, and choose between

What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Writers of informational texts are experts on the topic;

informational/ explanatory texts provide information
about a topic or explain how to do something.

U2 Writers structure text to convey their purpose and
they use text features to help their audience focus on
the important information in the text.

U3 Research provides a tool for building knowledge and
for deepening understanding on issues/topics; key
variables must be considered to determine a source’s
validity.

U4 Effective presenters make deliberate choices
regarding the facts and details they want to tell in
order to engage and keep the interest of their
audience; they present information clearly.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 Why do we write informational/ explanatory text? 

How can my words/writing be helpful to others?

Q2 How does the grouping of information help my reader
understand my purpose?  What role do text features
play in informational writing?

Q3 Why do we research?  How will research strengthen
my writing? How do I know what to believe in what I
read, hear and view?  How do I know if my researched
information is reliable and valid?

Q4 How do I best present my findings?  What does it
mean to be an effective communicator?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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them depending on what is to be modified
(L.3.1G)
Use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions
(L.3.1H)
Produce simple, compound, and complex
sentences (L.3.1I)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing (L.3.2)

Capitalize appropriate words in titles (L.3.2A)
Use commas in addresses (L.3.2B)
Form and use possessives (L.3.2D)
Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and
other studied words and for adding suffixes to
base words (e.g., sitting, smiled, cries,
happiness) (L.3.2E)
Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g.,
word families, position-based spellings, syllable
patterns, ending rules, meaningful word parts) in
writing words (L.3.2F)
Consult reference materials, including beginning
dictionaries, as needed to check and correct
spellings (L.3.2G)

Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. (L.3.3)

Choose words and phrases for effect (L.3.3A)
Recognize and observe differences between the
conventions of spoken and written standard
English. (L.3.3B)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
conversational, general academic, and domain-
specific words and phrases, including those that
signal spatial and temporal relationships (e.g.,
After dinner that night we went looking for
them) (L.3.6)

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Explanatory Texts
Informational Writing
Topic
Inform
Explain
Topic Sentence
Examples
Definitions
Quotations
Details (Concrete Details)
Linking Words
Phrases
Clauses
Organization
Formatting
Concluding Statement
Research
Synthesis
Sources
Key Words
Online
Cite

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can explain or provide information about a subject or

idea(s) in an informative/ explanatory piece of writing

S2 I can choose only the details and information related
to the topic.

S3 I can introduce the topic and organize my writing in a
sequential manner

S4 I can elaborate upon ideas through the use of
illustrations

S5 I can include facts, definitions, and details in my
writing.

S6 I can use linking words so all the details flow together
logically in my writing.

S7 I can bring my paper to an end by providing a
concluding statement or section.

S8 I can gather, investigate, or observe information to
conduct a short research project and build knowledge
about a specific topic.
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3rd Grade/Writing-Unit 6-Opinion

Unit #: Chest-00113700
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Maria Martinez, Gayle
Poedubicky

Grade(s): 3
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 3rd Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Persuasion
In Unit 4, students shared their opinions for moving others to action and new thinking. In this unit, students will now share their opinions regarding an individual--either someone from
history or someone living today. Students will choose or will be assigned the task of taking a “for” or “against” position regarding this individual and just as they did in Unit 4, they will
use evidence to support and strengthen their reasoning. Students will share their opinions through some type of public speaking event (e.g., speech, debate, video, pitch, etc.).

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 3-3

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a
point of view with reasons (W.3.1)

Introduce the topic or text they are writing
about, state an opinion, and create an
organizational structure that lists reasons.
(W.3.1A)
Provide reasons that support the opinion.
(W.3.1B)
Use linking words and phrases (e.g.,
because, therefore, since, for example) to
connect opinion and reasons (W.3.1C)
Provide a conclusion (W.3.1D)

Production and Distribution of Writing
With guidance and support from adults, produce
writing in which the development and
organization are appropriate to task and
purpose. (Grade-specific expectations for writing
types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)
(W.3.4)
With guidance and support from peers and
adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing. (W.3.5)
With guidance and support from adults,
use technology to produce and publish
writing as well as to interact and
collaborate with others. (W.3.6)

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
Conduct short research projects that build
knowledge about a topic. (W.3.7)
Recall information from experiences or gather

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Strong writers support their opinion with solid, factual

reasons and strengthen it with details and
elaboration.

U2 Strong writers use structures and word choice to help
the reader understand.

U3 Strong/Proficient speakers make deliberate choices
regarding language and expression/delivery to
capture and maintain the audience.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How can I support my opinion?

Q2 How does the way I write affect the reader's
understanding? How does my audience affect the way
I write and what I write?

Q3 How can I effectively communicate my opinions and
beliefs to others?  What does it mean to be an
effective communicator?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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information from print and digital sources; take
brief notes on sources and sort evidence into
provided categories. (W.3.8)

Range of Writing
Write routinely over extended time frames (time
for research, reflection, metacognition/self-
correction and revision) and shorter time frames
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences. (W.3.10)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher
led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly. (SL.3.1)

Explicitly draw on previously read text or
material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion (SL.3.1A)
Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g.,
gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to
others with care, speaking one at a time about
the topics and texts under discussion) (SL.3.1B)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or
recount an experience with appropriate
facts and relevant, descriptive details,
speaking clearly at an understandable pace
(SL.3.4)
Use multimedia to demonstrate fluid reading at
an understandable pace; add visual displays
when appropriate to emphasize or enhance
certain facts or details (SL.3.5)
Speak in complete sentences when appropriate
to task and situation in order to provide
requested detail or clarification (SL.3.6)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking (L.3.1)

Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs,
adjectives, and adverbs in general and their
functions in particular sentences (L.3.1A)
Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns
(L.3.1B)
Use abstract nouns (e.g., childhood) (L.3.1C)
Form and use regular and irregular verbs (L.3.1D)
Form and use the simple (e.g., I walked; I walk; I
will walk) verb tenses. (L.3.1E)
Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent
agreement (L.3.1F)
Form and use comparative and superlative
adjectives and adverbs, and choose between
them depending on what is to be modified
(L.3.1G)
Use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Opinion
Fact
Topic
Point of View
Introduction/Conclusion Statements
Support
Claim/Stance
Evidence
Reasons
Organizational Structure
Linking Words
Pace
Descriptive
Recount
Recall
Relevant
Pacing

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can write an opinion piece that supports a point of

view on a topic or a text.

S2 I can state the opinion about the topic or text in the
introduction

S3 I can provide a list of strong reasons to support the
opinion

S4 I can organize my writing with linking words and
phrases to connect the reasons.

S5 I can end my piece with a concluding statement or
section.

S6 I can report, tell a story, or recount an experience
using appropriate facts and details with description.
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(L.3.1H)
Produce simple, compound, and complex
sentences (L.3.1I)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing (L.3.2)

Capitalize appropriate words in titles (L.3.2A)
Use commas in addresses (L.3.2B)
Use commas and quotation marks in dialogue
(L.3.2C)
Form and use possessives (L.3.2D)
Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and
other studied words and for adding suffixes to
base words (e.g., sitting, smiled, cries,
happiness) (L.3.2E)
Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g.,
word families, position-based spellings, syllable
patterns, ending rules, meaningful word parts) in
writing words (L.3.2F)
Consult reference materials, including beginning
dictionaries, as needed to check and correct
spellings (L.3.2G)

Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. (L.3.3)

Choose words and phrases for effect (L.3.3A)
Recognize and observe differences between the
conventions of spoken and written standard
English. (L.3.3B)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
conversational, general academic, and domain-
specific words and phrases, including those that
signal spatial and temporal relationships (e.g.,
After dinner that night we went looking for
them) (L.3.6)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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